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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

1. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Myers, Jr. et al. (U.S. 6,880637). 

With regard to claim 1, Myers, Jr. et al. discloses a method comprising the 
steps of: actuating at least one perforating gun while the perforating gun is 
secured to a tubular string in the well; and retrieving the perforating gun from the 
well through the tubular string. Note column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 2, the reference teaches the method further 
comprising the steps of securing the perforating gun to the tubular string; and 
then positioning the tubular string in the well. Note column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 3, the reference teaches the method wherein the 
positioning step further comprises positioning the tubular string within casing 
lining a wellbore of the well. Note column 2, lines 55-61 . 

With regard to claim 4, the reference teaches the method wherein the 
actuating step further comprises firing the perforating gun. Note column 2, lines 
55-61. 
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With regard to claim 5, the reference teaches the method wherein the 
actuating step further comprises firing the perforating gun (24). Note column 2, 
lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 6, the reference teaches the method further 
comprising the step of releasably securing the perforating gun (24) to the tubular 
string (10) using a release assembly (21) interconnected win the tubular string 
(10). Note figure 2 and 3; and column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 7, the reference teaches the method wherein the 
retrieving step further comprises providing a minimum internal restriction of the 
release assembly (21) at least as great as a minimum internal restriction of a 
remainder of the tubular string (10). Note figures 1-3, items 10, 21. 

With regard to claim 8, the reference teaches the method further 
comprising the steps of interconnecting the release assembly (21) in the tubular 
string (10) so that the release assembly (21) is above a packer (15) on the 
tubular string (10) with the tubular string (10) is positioned in the well. Note 
figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 9, the reference teaches the method further 
comprising the step of interconnecting the release assembly (21) in the tubular 
string (10) so that the release assembly (21) is below a packer (15) on the 
tubular string (10) when the tubular string (10) is positioned in the well. Note 
figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 10, the reference teaches the method wherein the 
retrieving step further comprises engaging a profile of the release assembly (21) 
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with a retrieval tool (17) conveyed through the tubular string. Note figures 1-3, 
items 10, 15, 17, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , the reference teaches a release assembly (21) 
interconnected in a tubular string (10); at least one perforating gun (24) 
releasably secured to the tubular string (10) by the release assembly (21) while 
the tubular string is conveyed into the well (Note figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 21; 
column 2, lines 55-61); and the release assembly (21) permitting the perforating 
gun (24) to be retrieved from the well through the tubular string (10), and 
permitting the perforating gun to be separated from the tubular string in the well. 
Note figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 12, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
release assembly (21) has a minimum internal restriction which is at least as 
great as a minimum internal restriction of a remainder of the tubular string (10) 
when the perforating gun (24) is retrieved from the well. Note figures 1-3, items 
10, 15, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 13, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
release assembly (21) has a minimum internal restriction which is at least as 
great as a minimum internal restriction of a remainder of the tubular string (10) 
when the perforating gun (24) is separated from the tubular string in the well. 
Note figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 21; column 2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 14, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
tubular string (10) is positioned within casing lining a wellbore of the well. Note 
figure 1. 
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With regard to claim 15, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
release assembly (21) is positioned above a packer (15) in the well. Note column 
2, lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 16, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
release assembly (21) is positioned below a packer (15) in the well. Note column 
2, lines 55-6; figure 1. 

With regard to claim 17, the reference teaches the system wherein the 
release assembly (21) includes a profile formed therein, and further comprising a 
tool (17) engaged with the profile to cause the perforating gun (21) to be released 
from the tubular string (10). Note figures 1-3, items 10, 15, 17, 21; column 2, 
lines 55-61. 

With regard to claim 18, the reference teaches a release assembly 
comprising: an outer housing (30) having upper and lower connections for 
interconnecting the housing to the tubular string (10); an inner housing (20) 
having a lower connection for interconnecting the perforating gun (24) to the 
inner housing; and a mandrel (40) which is displaceable between a secured 
position in which the inner and outer housings are secured relative to each other, 
and a released position in which relative displacement is permitted between the 
inner and outer housings. Note Figures 1-3, and 8; and column 6, lines 16-39. 

With regard to claim 19, the reference teaches the release assembly (21) 
wherein the inner housing (20) lower connection is positioned radially inward 
relative to the outer housing (30) lower connection Note figure 2. 
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With regard to claim 20, the reference teaches the release assembly (21) 
wherein the inner housing (20) lower connection is positioned radially inward 
relative to the outer housing (30) upper connection. Note figure 2. 

With regard to claim 21 , the reference teaches the release assembly 
wherein the inner housing (20) is displaceable through the outer housing (30) 
lower connection. Note figure 2. 

With regard to claim 22, the reference teaches the release assembly 
wherein the inner housing (20) is displaceable through the outer housing (30) 
upper connection. Note figure 2. 

With regard to claim 23, the reference teaches the release assembly 
wherein the inner housing (20) has a maximum outer dimension which is less 
than the minimum internal restriction of the outer housing (30). Note figure 2. 

With regard to claim 24, the reference teaches the release assembly 
wherein the inner housing (20) lower connection is positioned within the tubular 
string when the release assembly (21) is interconnected in the tubular string (10). 
Note figured; and column 2, lines 55-61. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The following references disclose perforating tool release 
mechanisms Burleson et al. (U.S. 5,529,127), Hromas et al. (U.S. 5,293,940 and 
U.S. 6,098,716), Mills et al. (U.S. 5,513,703). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Letoria House whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-81 18. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:00 A.M. - 
4:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on (571) 272-6999. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application pr proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

David Bagnell 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3672 
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William Neuctef 
Primary Examiner 
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